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Orinda Mayor Steve
Glazer — Listening for

Consensus

.. continued from page A6

“I can’t recall a time in my
adult life where 1 wasn’t in-
volved in a civic or charitable
activity. Service is enjoyable,
fulfilling and a gift to me. [ am
grateful to be able to serve.”

Another of his hectic, high
profile roles is his membership
on the Board of Trustees of the
California State University’s 23-
campus system. Appointed to the
position by Gov. Jerry Brown,
Glazer is finishing the fourth
year of an eight-year term. Each
year, trustees attend six full
board sessions plus meetings of
their assigned special commit-
tees. “It is a great honor and re-
sponsibility. Our challenging
role as a board of trustees is to
hire exceptional leaders for our
campuses and set policy that en-
sures a high quality and afford-
able education is available to top
performing California students.”

Glazer, who has chosen to
decline all compensation for his
service and function as a volun-
teer the way he does as Orinda’s
mayor, is currently chairing the
search for a new president for
Sacramento State University.
“The CSU is the largest higher
education system in the United
States. It provides affordable
learning opportunities for almost
450,000 students and employs
45,000 faculty and staff. We
award degrees to about 100,000
students annually with around 60
percent going to students who
are the first in their families to
graduate from college. Helping
students fulfill the dream of ad-
vanced education is extraordi-
narily rewarding.”

Running a sprawling univer-

sity system spread over nearly
164,000 square miles might
seem dramatically different from
running a small city, but Glazer
says there are genuine similari-
ties in the tasks he takes on. “All
of our campuses are mini-cities
with housing, roads, public
safety, health care and educa-
tional elements. The budgets are
different — $11 million for
Orinda versus $4 billion for
CSU, but you still need to set
goals, instill accountability and
make thoughtful choices in order
to stretch every dollar.”

Positioning himself as a fis-
cal conservative during his re-
cent run for the California
Assembly, fiscal prudence has
been another of his favorite
touchstones over the years. He
takes great pride in Orinda’s
ability to maintain a balanced
budget during America’s recent
major recession.

But what is most clear when
one interacts with Orinda’s
mayor is that, while others
would be utterly exhausted by
his demanding schedule, Glazer
thrives on public service the way
redwoods draw strength from a
dense California fog. “Sitting in
the mayor’s chair gives me the
opportunity to work with my fel-
low council members and com-
munity members in finding
common ground on the impor-
tant issues that are before us.
Building consensus in an open
and respectful way is an enjoy-
able part of the job. Good may-
ors talk less because they have to
listen for the common ground
between their council members
and the community.”
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Does your current car
still fit your needs?

Studies indicate it is
more economical to
repair vs replace.
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Do you need an honest consultation about
weather or not your vehicle is worth keeping?

Our services cost less than you may think!

Orinda Motors

Your Affordable One-Stop Solution for Service You Can Trust!
63 Orinda Way, Orinda, Ca. 94563 (925) 254-2012
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Retirement Living e Assisted Living e

Merrill Gardens at Lafayette is now open and we invite you to come meet our
team, see our beautiful new building and learn about all of the services and
amenities we have to offer. If you're not able to join us on Saturday, we're open
seven days a week! Call and we'll set up a visit that works for your schedule.

Merrill Gardens at Lafayette

This Saturday ¢ 1:00 — 3:00 pm

Many of our apartments have already been reserved.

AVAN

Don’t miss your opportunity to select your new apartment!

MERRILL

1010 Second Street
Lafayette, CA 94549

(925) 272-0074
merrillgardens.com

Lic #079200358

LAFAYETTE

Memory Care





